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My Favorite Hymn 
By Shelby Rippentrop 
My favorite hymn is “Standing on the Promises”.  I 
like this song because it talks about God.  It says we 
can stand on the promises of God.  Mom always 
tells me that God always keeps his promises.  I do 
not have “Standing on the Promises” on my MP3 
player yet but I want it on there.  I will ask Mom to 
put it on there later.  I like to sing all the songs 
about Jesus and God all of the time.  I love God! 
 
 
My Favorite Song 
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Amazing Grace 
By  Levi Rippentrop 
I like “Amazing Grace“.  It is my favorite 
hymn.  I like it very much because my Aunt 
Darcy liked it.  She is probably singing it now 
in heaven with Uncle Seth and my cousin 
Simon.  When I was a baby my Mom used to 
sing it to me all of the time to put me to sleep. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
My favorite hymn is “Trust and Obey”.  I like it 
because it reminds me to obey.  It reminds me 
to trust in the Lord even when I am scared. 
By:  Hannah Chegwidden 
 
 
 
My favorite hymn is “This is my Father’s World”.  
I have a lot of hymns that I like but “This is My 
Father’s World” is my favorite.  It is my mom’s 
favorite song too.  I really like the way it sounds 
on the piano. 
By: Kayli Chegwidden 
 
 
 
I picked “Amazing Grace” for my favorite hymn, but I 
do have lots of favorites.  “Amazing Grace” is calm 
and makes me relax.  I like soft Christian music.  We 
looked up this song in the book, “Then Sings My 
Soul”.  It was written in 1779 by John Newton.  I liked 
the fourth verse best because it makes Heaven sound 
so beautiful.  When it says “ saved a wretch like me” in 
the first verse I know he was talking about me. 
By:  Annie Gwen Friedrich 
 
 
 
My Favorite Hymn 
 It was hard to choose between these 
two hymns;  “Ten Thousand Angels” and 
“Almost Persuaded”.  They both talk about 
salvation and I love to sing them.  I like how the 
songs pertain to a lot of people.  It’s amazing to 
me in the hymn, “Ten Thousand Angels”, that 
He could have chosen not to die for our sins but 
instead could have lived a painless life. 
By Ezekiel Friedrich 

My Favorite Hymn 



 

 

THIS IS MY FATHER’S WORLD 
BY Garrett Rippentrop 
“This is My Father’s World” is my favorite hymn 
because I like the way it sounds and I like it’s 
history.  This is what I learned when I 
researched the song. 
  “This is My Father’s World” was written in 1901 
by Maltbie D. Babcock, in Lockport, New York.  
Babcock liked to hike in an area called “the 
escarpment”, an ancient ledge near Lockport.  It 
has a marvelous view of farms, orchards, and 
Lake Ontario.  It is said those walks in the 
woods inspired the lyrics for this song.  The title 
is from an expression Babcock used when 
starting a walk: “I’m going out to see my Father’s 
World.” 
  Babcock attended Syracuse University and 
Auburn Theological Seminary.  He ranked high 
as a student and was in both athletic and 
musical activities.  He was tall with broad 
shoulders and was muscular.  He was president 
of the baseball team, an expert pitcher, and a 
good swimmer.  He played several musical 
instruments, directed the school orchestra, and 
played the organ, plus composed for it.  He was 
a singer and leader of the glee club.  He could 
do impersonations, was clever at drawing, and 
had a knack with tools.  He was also an avid 
fisherman.  He might have become a 
professional musician had he not gone into the 
ministry. 
  His first pastorate was at the First Presbyterian 
Church, Lockport, New York.  In 1886, he was 
called to Brown Memorial Church, Baltimore, 
Maryland.  There he often counseled students at 
Johns Hopkins University.  As he got more 
famous, he was asked to preach at colleges all 
over America.  Pastor Babcock was not a great 
theologian or deep thinker, but had a talent for 
presenting spiritual and ethical truths with 
freshness and effect. 
 After almost 14 years in Baltimore, 
Babcock was called to Brick Presbyterian 
Church in New York City, to fill the vacancy left 
by the retiring pastor.  Pastor Babcock had been 
there only 18 months when he made a trip to the 
Holy Land.  While overseas, he died of 
brucellosis. 
 None of his work was ever published 
during his life.  His wife Catherine collected and 
published many of his writings after his death.  
He was also a poet.  A volume of his poems 
contained “This is My Father’s World”.  Maltbie 
Bacock never heard his famous hymn ever 
sung. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My Favorite Hymn 
By Kaleb Rippentrop 
My favorite Hymn is “Sound the Battle Cry” by 
William F. Sherwin.  I like a lot of songs, but this 
one came to mind when I was given the 
assignment. 
 William F. Sherwin moved to Boston as 
a teenager.  He studied music under Lowell 
Mason.  He later worked at the New England 
Conservatory of Music.  He also taught singing 
in Massachusetts and New York.  He was the 
first music director at the Chautauqua Movement 
near Chautauqua, New York.  Sound the Battle 
Cry is from Isaiah 59:19.  “When the enemy 
shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
shall lift up a standard against him.”  
 Mr. Sherwin was born on March 14, 
1826 in Buckland, Massachusetts.  He died on 
April 14, 1888 in Boston, Massachusetts.  His 
other works are done with Fanny Crosby and a 
lot of verses from the Bible. 
 
He wrote words for these songs: 
God  Our Refuge 
Grander Than Ocean’s Story 
Sound the Battle Cry 
 
And he wrote the music for these songs: 
Awake! For the Trumpet Is Sounding! 
Beautiful Valley of Eden 
Bread of Life 
Cutting 
Fully Persuaded 
Galilee, Bright Galilee 
God’s Love 
Hear the Call 
Heavenly Fold 
The Master’s Call 
Praise the Giver of All 
Sound the Battle Cry 
Wake the Song 
Whom Have I in Heaven? 
 

 
 

My Favorite Hymn 
  One of my favorite hymns is “How Firm a Foundation.”  It 
is one of my favorite songs because the words are an 
awesome truth from 2 Timothy 2:19.  Another reason is the 
tune of the song is cool, and it is a blast to sing- “HOW 
FIRM A FOUNDATION, YE SAINTS OF THE LORD, IS 
LAID FOR YOUR FAITH IN HIS EXCELLENT WORD!”  
Whoo!  If that doesn’t get you excited, you might just want 
to check your pulse, ‘cause maybe your dead--just a 
thought!  And that, my friend, is my favorite hymn. 

Jacob Kibler 
 



 

 

 
My Favorite Hymn 

  One of my favorite hymns is “Nearer Still 
Nearer”, by Lelia N. Norris.  This hymn is so 
awesome because the first verse talks about 
how we should want to be close to God.  In the 
second verse it talks about how when we ask for 
forgiveness all we bring to Jesus is a sinful 
heart, but then He gives us forgiveness.  The 
third verse talks about how we give up the 
“pleasures” of sin for Jesus.  In the fourth verse 
it talks about how we have the Holy Spirit with 
us, but in Heaven we will have the Lord forever, 
and He will be closer than ever! 
Rachel Kibler 
 
 
 
    My favorite hymn is “This is My Father’s World” 
by Maltbie Babcock.  It all began when he went for 
his daily walk.  He would say to his wife, “I am going 
to see my Father’s world.”  Then he would write 
about what he saw.  After Mr. Babcock died in 
1901, his friend put the poem to music.  The song 
“This is My Father’s World” was put in  children’s 
songbooks which were published in 1915.  The 
reason I like it is because the world that we live in is 
our Father’s world. 
BY:  Avery Day 
 
 
 
My Favorite Hymn 
  “Bow the knee” is my favorite song because it 
tells us we should bow our knee to our big and 
strong Lord.  When I was a little girl I said, “boba 
knee”.  My favorite part of the song is the 
chorus.  We all should bow the knee when we 
pray to our powerful Lord.  A good verse to go 
with this song is Romans 14:11 “For it is written, 
as I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to 
me, and every tongue shall confess to God“.  
Jenna Connor 
 
 
 
By Myles Connor 
  My favorite hymn is, “Be Strong in the Lord”. 
Why?  Because when I hear the hymn and if I be 
strong in the Lord I can do stuff that I wouldn’t 
be able to do like talk about Christ to other 
people.  This hymn helps me. When I’m feeling 
weak in the Lord I think of this hymn and it 
gives me strength so then I just say to them, 
“Are you saved?”  So that is why this is my 
favorite hymn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Heath Connor 
  My favorite song is, “Amazing Grace”.  It was composed 
by John Newton.  This hymn relates to all of us.  The first 
stanza speaks about how we are all wretched sinners and 
by God’s grace he saved us.  The second stanza speaks 
about how precious the grace of God is, once you become 
a believer.  The third stanza speaks of many dangers and 
snares of life, but grace will lead us home.  The last stanza 
speaks of when we’ve been in heaven ten thousand years, 
we will still be singing praises to God. 
 
 
 
  My favorite hymn is called “Joy in 
Serving Jesus” by Oswald J. Smith and 
Bentley D. Ackley.  I like this hymn 
because it is pretty.  Sometimes on 
stormy nights I remember this hymn and 
it comforts me.  I also like this hymn 
because it makes me joyful.  I learned 
this hymn in second grade. 

Emma Ingraham 
 
 

  My favorite hymn is “God is So Good”.  I 
like it because I can play it on the piano.  It 
makes me feel happy.  It reminds me how 
Jesus died on the cross for my sins. 
By Niah Ingraham 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
  My favorite hymn is called “In the Garden”.  
It was written in 1912 by a man named C. 
Austin Miles.  He was asked to write it by 
Dr. Adam Geibel, a publisher.  He wanted 
Miles to write a song that would bring hope 
to the hopeless, rest to the weary, etc. 
  A few days later, in March, C. Austin Miles 
was reading his favorite chapter in his Bible, 
John 20.  Awhile later he was done reading, 
he fell asleep, and had a vision (dream).  He 
said it seemed to be a garden that he was 
in.  He saw a woman with her head bowed, 
and tears in her eyes, walking to a tomb.  It 
was Mary!!  After she looked in, she ran 
away.  A little while after Mary was at the 
tomb, John and Peter came running to it, 
they looked in, and departed into the town 
as well.  Mary came back a little while after 
the men left, she leaned on the tomb and 
wept.  When she moved a little, from the 
corner of  her eye she saw Jesus standing 
beside her.  She bowed in front of him and 
called out “Rabboni”. 
  When Miles woke up, he wrote as quickly 
as he could as the words came into his 
head.  The same night he wrote the music 
for the song!!!!! 
  This is my favorite hymn because I like all 
of the truth in it, and because it’s just a 
beautiful song.  It is also my Great Grandma 
Scoville’s  favorite hymn. 
By:  Morgan Day 
 
 

My Favorite Song 
  My favorite song is “Amazing Grace”.  I like 
it because I like to sing it at church and 
when we go roller skating.  My favorite 
words are “once I was lost, now I am found”.  
I am found because Jesus saved me. 
By: Andrew Day 
 

“He’s Still Working on me” 
  This is my favorite song because it says 
that He is still working on me, he is making 
me  better.  He says that  there is a sign upon 
my heart, I think this is about me because I 
have God in my heart.  I like that it says that 
god made everything.  He made the sun, and 
the earth, and Jupiter, and mars. 
By:  Austin Day 
I do like “Jesus Loves Me”.  I don’t know why I 
like it.  It does tell me something.  It tells me that 
Jesus loves me, and that He died for all the 
children.  Including me. 

John Schirmer 
 
 

Faithful Men 
  My favorite hymn is “Faithful 
Men”.  I like it because it tells 
me of heroes in the Bible.  It 
tells me of Jacob, Joseph, Moses, 
David, Daniel, Peter, and finally 
Paul to say a few.  It tells us we 
should follow in these men’s 
footsteps.  It also tells us that 
they watch us from heaven.  It 
tells us that they fought good 
fights.  They stood up for God.  
They struggled and died in their 
fight for God.  It tells us that we 
should be looking to Jesus in the 
race.  And we should press on to 
get the heavenly prize that waits 
for us in heaven. 

George Schirmer  
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Parent’s Corner 
 

“Great God of Wonders” 
  I really love hymns that have majestic 
quality to them.  I just love the sweep of the 
tune to this song.  The greatest wonder of 
this song, beyond His glory, is that His son 
Jesus bought our pardon with His blood.  
That a glorious God would have that kind of 
grace should be amazing and incredible to 
us, and fill us with wonderment.  That 
beautiful theme is why I love this hymn.  
Samuel Davies wrote the words and John 
Newton wrote the music. 
Mrs. Lisa Schirmer 
 



 

 

  I have many favorite hymns.  The ones that I 
enjoy the most are the songs whose words are 
so profound that they touch your soul.  The 
songs that you know when the writer was 
penning the words they were writing with such 
emotion that they were in tears themselves.  We 
have such a wonderful opportunity to praise the 
Lord through song.  I love to see a person 
moved to tears when they hear the words to a 
beautiful song.  They are overwhelmed because 
they love the Lord and floods of joy sweep over 
their soul.  There are so many amazing hymns 
if we would just think about what the song 
writers must have been feeling, thinking, or 
experiencing when they were writing. Listen to 
the words! 
   I think that my  favorite might be “How 
Great Thou Art”.  The title says it all doesn’t it!  
It was written by Carl Gustav Boberg of 
Sweden in 1885 and translated to English by 
Stuart K Hine.  Boberg was 25 when he wrote 
the song after walking home in a thunderstorm; 
returning from a church service two miles 
away.  “Then sings my soul, my Savior God to 
Thee; How great Thou art, how great Thou 
art”!!   
  Another of my favorites is “Under His 
Wings”.  It was written by William O. Cushing 
in 1896.  He began hymn writing after his wife 
passed away and his health began to decline.  
The song reminds me that no matter what 
trials come my way I am safe and He will keep 
me.  I also think of our soldiers overseas when 
I hear this song.  (1)“Thou the night deepens 
and tempest are wild, Still I can trust Him; I 
know He will keep me.” (2)” Under His wings, 
what a refuge in sorrow! How the heart 
yearningly turns to His rest! Often when earth 
has no balm for my healing, There I find 
comfort, and there I am blest.”  What a 
blessing to be able to find comfort in the Lord. 
Mrs. Michele Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Help Wanted” 
"Thy God hath commanded thy strength: strengthen, 
O God, that which thou hast wrought for us." (Psalm 
68:28) 
 
Have you ever thought about how an 
advertisement would read for a homeschool 
teacher? If truthfully stated, the ad would 
probably go something like this:  
 

Now accepting applications? 
 
Family seeking fun-loving, godly 
homeschool teacher. Applicant will be 
responsible for providing total educational 
development and daily personal care for 
children of multiple ages. Applicant will 
assume the following roles: cook, 
housemaid, nurse, taxi driver, administrative 
assistant, accountant, athletic coach, social 
director, computer technician, household 
and automotive repairman, gardener, course 
instructor in multiple subject areas and grade 
levels, and various other responsibilities. 
This is a full-time position. Approximately 
120 hours or more per week. 
 
Qualified candidates must be able to work 
well under pressure, multi-task, and 
prioritize work loads while maintaining a 
friendly, enthusiastic attitude. Quick 
thinking, good memory, and a varied 
background in extensive subject matter are a 
must. Promising candidates will be 
resourceful, adjust easily to distractions, and 
display creative, hard-working leadership 
abilities. Organizational and problem 
solving skills are a plus. Previous teaching 
experience and/or college preferred, but not 
required. 
 
If you're interested in working in a fast-
paced, ever-changing environment, this is 
the position for you! For more information 
on this exciting opportunity to earn 
fulfilling, one-of-a-kind rewards, please 
apply in person today. 
 

. "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might." (Ephesians 6:10) 
     
(FOUND IN ALPHA OMEGA PUBLICATIONS MONTHLY 
NEWSLETTER) 


